Clean thoughts about dirty genes.
The mouse has joined the fruit fly, bread mold, and cyanobacteria as a tractable genetic system for studying mechanisms of circadian rhythms. The circadian rhythms of "knock-out" mice for specific clock genes, however, have demonstrated significant variability between laboratories. In this brief review, the authors discuss possible sources of this variability, focusing particularly on questions of modifier loci of circadian rhythms that vary between inbred mouse strains. They conclude with a short list of recommendations for researchers working on circadian rhythms in mixed-strain mice.